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RECOGNIZING DEE CORK AND THE 

DENTON COUNTY VETERANS ME-
MORIAL 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 17, 2007 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to thank Mr. Dee Cork for his years of 
service in the United States Armed Forces, 
and for his continued service to our country by 
building a memorial to veterans from Denton 
County, Texas. 

Working along with Mr. Monty Slough, Mr. 
Cork identified the names of nine fallen 
servicemembers and created a personal way 
to memorialize their service. Without prompt-
ing or financial support, Mr. Cork began build-
ing a granite-tiled memorial to Denton County 
soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines who 
died in service in Iraq or Afghanistan. 

Mr. Cork has taken up the honorable but 
unfortunate task of paying respect to fellow 
veterans who pay the ultimate price while 
serving our country. In his own eloquent words 
Dee said, ‘‘It would be nice to see no one else 
on it, one is too many.’’ 

The mobile memorial built by veterans 
Monty Slough and Dee Cork is an example of 
why we hold our Nation’s veterans in such 
high esteem. I believe the character displayed 
by Mr. Slough and Mr. Cork should be high-
lighted as an example of American civic duty 
and community support; I rise here today to 
show them that courtesy. 

It is with great honor that I recognize Mr. 
Dee Cork for his dedication to veterans and 
their families. I thank him for his work, I sup-
port his mission, and I am honored to have 
the opportunity to recognize him today. 
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BLOCK BURMESE, JADE (JUNTA’S 
ANTI-DEMOCRATIC EFFORTS) 
ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. WALLY HERGER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 11, 2007 

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of extending additional import sanctions 
against the repressive Burmese military junta. 
This regime has steadfastly refused to make 
progress—not only with respect to its abhor-
rent and inexcusable human rights record, but 
also in preventing democracy to take root in 
Burma. 

This past July, the House and Senate 
passed a bill which renewed our import ban 
against all Burmese products. Unfortunately, 
shortly after our renewal of the ban, the situa-
tion in Burma took a grave turn for the worse. 
As we all know, in September 2007, Buddhist 
monks led demonstrations in Burma, which ul-
timately culminated in an estimated 100,000 
people marching through Rangoon. The 
peaceful protestors called for improvements in 
human rights, democratic processes, and the 
release of opposition leader and Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi, who still lives 
under unjustified house arrest. 

The Burmese regime responded to these 
peaceful demonstrations with a violent crack-

down that led to deaths and hundreds more 
injuries. In addition, according to human rights 
groups, thousands of individuals have been 
arrested, tortured, or otherwise intimidated 
based on the regime’s belief that these individ-
uals participated in the protests. 

These recent events make clear that it is 
time to strengthen our sanctions by putting a 
full stop on trade in Burmese rubies and 
jadeite, the sales of which finance the Bur-
mese regime. While we need to act unilater-
ally, we also need to structure our strength-
ened import ban in a way that encourages and 
paves the way for multilateral pressure on the 
military regime. A multilateral effort that truly 
squeezes the junta is the only way sanctions 
will lead to real, lasting reform. 

The Committee on Ways and Means, which 
has jurisdiction over import matters, has done 
just that. Working with the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, my committee was able to refine 
provisions so that all Burmese rubies and 
jadeite—and jewelry containing these Bur-
mese stones—could fall under the purview of 
the current ban, even if the jewelry was made 
in, and exported from, a third country. 

While we believe the changes the Ways and 
Means Committee made to this legislation 
maximize our compliance with U.S. inter-
national obligations, the added provisions also 
open the door to building a multilateral con-
sensus at the United Nations and World Trade 
Organization to prevent trade in Burmese ru-
bies and jadeite. Modeled after the successful 
conflict diamonds legislation, the provisions 
my committee added are proven and admin-
istrable. 

At the same time, however, I am concerned 
about the provisions relating to the General-
ized System of Preferences. While I under-
stand the need to avoid unduly harming third 
countries affected by this ban, I believe that 
the approach outlined in this bill creates a 
number of problems and doesn’t create a solid 
basis for holding these countries harmless. It 
is our expectation that there will be continued 
work with Chairman RANGEL and the other 
body to solve these problems as this bill 
moves forward. 

For these reasons, I urge support of H.R. 
3890, as amended. 
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RECOGNIZING JACOB DANIEL 
FICHMAN FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 17, 2007 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Jacob Daniel Fichman, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jacob has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Jacob has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Jacob Fichman for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-

ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE 
RENEWABLE HEAT ACT 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 17, 2007 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to introduce the Renewable and 
Hydro-electric Energy for Alaska’s Tomorrow 
Act, the Renewable HEAT Act. The purpose of 
this legislation is to authorize the Department 
of Energy to provide grants for carrying out re-
newable energy and hydroelectric projects. 

Similar, yet more restrictive, language was 
included in the Senate-passed energy bill, 
H.R. 6. The bill, written in secret behind 
closed doors by my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle, is hardly an energy bill. More 
accurately described as the ‘‘Energy Suicide 
Act,’’ this bill will do nothing to reduce our de-
pendence on hostile foreign nations, nor will it 
bring relief to Americans suffering from rising 
energy costs. In fact, it will do the opposite. 
The only positive aspect of this bill is the pro-
vision providing grants for renewable energy, 
and more importantly, Alaska small hydro-
electric projects. 

Madam Speaker, I cannot in good con-
science vote for a bill that tries to fool the 
American people into thinking we are going to 
be able to lower their energy prices. How can 
we lower costs and become energy inde-
pendent if there is no production? Essentially, 
it is economic terrorism. And who is dictating 
the terms of this bill? The environmental 
groups funded by millionaires who don’t lose 
any sleep wondering how they are going to 
heat their homes, as temperatures drop. We 
are approaching a state of crisis, where oil is 
trading for $90 a barrel. 

As I stated earlier, the only real energy pro-
vided for in the deceptive H.R. 6 is for hydro-
electric power in Alaska. My colleagues seem 
to think that water is the only resource needed 
to keep a world power running. Since I cannot 
vote for this bill in its entirety, I have intro-
duced this legislation to provide grant money 
for hydropower to my State of Alaska. Hydro-
electric power is the Nation’s largest renew-
able energy source and accounts for seven 
percent of America’s electricity supply. Even 
though Alaska is one-sixth the size of the en-
tire Nation, it is home to about 40 percent of 
the country’s free-flowing freshwater. 

Rural Alaskan communities have the highest 
utility rates in America, paying up to six times 
the national average, while also suffering the 
lowest per capita incomes. Currently, heating 
oil costs between $3 and $5 a gallon. The die-
sel-fired electricity so many Alaskan commu-
nities rely upon is not only expensive, it’s dirty. 
The generators are old, unreliable, and re-
lease pollutants into the air, and in order to 
conserve money, are usually turned off at 
night. The grants this bill provides will assist 
these areas in the transition to clean, more af-
fordable energy by giving them the funding to 
harvest the natural flow of water that sur-
rounds them. 

It has become clear to me that the United 
States Congress has no intention of taking 
care of the American people by making sure 
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